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From the EAST

Communications from the WM

John R Miller, PM
Worshipful Master

Brethren, Family, and Friends,

2010 is starting out to be a fantastic year. We have 2
candidates in January, and 3 scheduled for February.
Golden Ark Lodge continues to show that Masonry is
“Alive and Strong” in Michigan.

We have started our volunteering in the Taylor Parks
and Blair Moody Schools, under the Beacon Program
sponsored by our Grand Lodge. Both the students and
the teachers seem to enjoy having us there. We still
have room for more volunteers. If you are interested in
helping out, please contact me so that we can work out
a schedule for you. Let’s not forget that children are our
future. It is our responsibility to help them become
better prepared for adulthood.

Speaking of children, Boy Scout Troop 818 (which is
sponsored by Golden Ark) will be holding a spaghetti
dinner fundraiser on Saturday 30/JAN/10 at our hall
from 5:00 — 8:00 pm. Cost will be $10 for adults, $5 for
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Book Review......

Dan Brown’s “The Lost Symbol”

In this stunning follow-up to the global phenomenon
The Da Vinci Code, Dan Brown demonstrates once
again why he is the world’s most popular thriller writer.
The Lost Symbol is a masterstroke of storytelling--a
deadly race through a real-world labyrinth of codes,
secrets, and unseen truths . . . all under the watchful
eye of Brown’s most terrifying villain to date. Set within
the hidden chambers, tunnels, and temples of
Washington, D.C., The Lost Symbol accelerates
through a startling landscape toward an unthinkable
finale.

N

10T SYHBOL

As the story opens, Harvard symbologist Robert
Langdon is summoned unexpectedly to deliver an
evening lecture in the U.S. Capitol Building.
Within minutes of his arrival, however, the night
takes a bizarre turn. A disturbing object--artfully
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continued from page 1

kids 5-10 and $2.50 for kids under 5. Be sure to come
out and help support the boys. The Troop will also be
holding a Casino Trip fundraiser on Saturday
20/FEB/10. There is more information regarding the
trip elsewhere in this newsletter.

Information on upcoming events

It seems as though there were some important dates
that were mistakenly omitted from our calendar.

Friday 12/FEB/10 — SW Dinner at Olive Branch
Lodge — EA Degree at 6:30 PM

Saturday 13/MAR/10 — Annual St Pat’s Party

Monday 29/MAR/10 - District 50 Lodge of
Instruction — Hiram 110 Flat Rock — 7:00 PM

My apologies, for not catching the errors prior to
sending the information out to you. An updated copy of
the calendar is published on our web-site —
www.goldenark.mimasons.com - and, is available for
printing, all or part, at your convenience.

Masonic Education

Many of you have heard me talk about the importance
of Masonic Education. It is my belief that a well
informed Mason will do his best to be a better Mason.
As posted in our calendar, we will be having Officer
study sessions on the 3" Thursday of each month.
These sessions are also open to all members. | would
also like to start our education classes again. In 2008,
we had a weekly class for all of the new brothers. It
was found that these sessions not only helped the new
brothers with learning their proficiency exams, it was
instrumental in their quest for more light. Those
brothers that attended these classes have shown that
they gained knowledge in areas of Masonry and had a
better idea of what being a Mason is all about. | would
like to reinstate these classes as soon as possible. In
order to do this, | need some volunteers that will be
willing to share the knowledge that they have gained,
and the realities that they have experienced, with
others that are willing to learn. Please contact me so
that we can work out schedules and “lesson plans”
soon.

Helping when needed...

| received an e-mail this past week, from an un-named

person, regarding our Boot & Coat program. It was a
very nice note, and | would like to share part of it with

“Mr. Miller — | would like to thank you and the Masons
for helping my child stay warm this year. | lost my job
last year, and things have been tough for us...... the
generous gifts that you gave allowed us to remember
just what the Christmas season is all about. God Bless
all of you! ©

It is the little things such as this, that make me PROUD
to be a Mason, and part of this Lodge.

Until next month — Hope to see you on the sidelines.

"A pessimist sees the difficulty in every
opportunity; an optimist sees the opportunity
in every difficulty.”

Br. Winston Churchill

DID YOU KNOW................

Lodges in Mass. have no humbers

In Penn. there are 11 lodges that have numbers but
no names.

In Georgia there are two lodges with the number 1.
In Maryland, Tennessee and Penn. there is no
lodge with the number 1

Masonic Places in the US: Anchor, IL - Beehive,
MT - Boaz, AL - Charity, MS - Circle, MT - Cowan,
TN - Emblem, WY - Eureka, WV - Faith, SD -
False Pass, AK - Fidelity, IL - Five Points, AL
Freeborn, MN - Grand Pass, MS - Hiram, MA
Hope, AK - Jachin, AL - Justice, IL - Lodge, SC
Mason, KY - Masonic Home, KY- Masontown, WV
Square, MT - Steward, IL - Symbol, KY
Temperance, Ml - Tyler, TX
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FRoMm THE WEST

I look forward to serving you as Senior Warden for the
year 2010.
Up coming events:
1. W.B. Mark Vardakis - MMA installation,
February 10, 2010 6 pm at the Allen Park
Temple - $15
2. Livonia Senior Warden Dinner, February
24,2010 at 6 p.m. - $10
3. Gol den Ark St.
13,2010 at 6 p.m.
4, Golden Ark Senior Warden Dinner, March
15, 2010 at 6 p.m. E.A. Degree (Stuffed
Pork Chops, Veggie, Salad, Rolls and
Butter, and Desert)
Br Paul Loudon, SW

Pat

FROM THE SOUTH

Brethren,

Well , so far so good. I fe
in this new office, but I could not have done it without the
help and advice of all of you. A special thanks goes out to
Worshipful brothers Rich Ouellette, and Joe Molner, who
have both helped out with preparing and planning the meals
of the last two weeks.

We will be having the Mason of the Year party on April 10,
2010, at 6:30 pm. As always, this will be great party. This
party is given in honor of a brother that goes over and
beyond in effort to help out the lodge. Thanks for all your
dedication and hard work, brother, and again I stress 6:30
PM!

Though it seems ages away, our annual Golden Ark picnic
will be held on Saturday, August 21%. Il dm t hr ¢
ideas around my head for this event, and would gladly
accept any suggestions.

Also, remember that every business meeting will be a pot
luck dinner. Please bring a dish, if you can, and contact me
prior to the first Monday of the month so that we can make
sure there are no overages in any particular dishes.

Until next time,

Br. Tim Dragone, JW

continued from page 1

encoded with five symbols--is discovered in the
Capitol Building. Langdon recognizes the object
as an ancient invitation . . . one meant to usher its
recipient into a long-lost world of esoteric
wisdom.

When Langdonodés bel
-a prominent Mason and philanthropist--is
brutally kidnapped, Langdon realizes his only
hope of saving Peter is to accept this mystical
invitation and follow wherever it leads him.
Langdon is instantly plunged into a clandestine
world of Masonic secrets, hidden history, and
never-before-seen locations--all of which seem to
be dragging him toward a single, inconceivable
truth.

ov-e

As the world discovered in The Da Vinci Code
and Angels & Demons Dan Br owno
brilliant tapestries of veiled histories, arcane
symbols, and enigmatic codes. In this new novel,
he again challenges readers with an intelligent,
lightning-paced story that offers surprises at every
turn. The Lost Symbal s exactl y w
fans have been waiting for . . . his most thrilling
novel yet.

The Lost Symbol accelerates
through a startling landscape
toward an unthinkable finale.

®

Masons. Live better.
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READER CONTRIBUTIONS...
SuBMITTED BY WB MIKE BARHAM

| would like to address this to those that don’t come to
lodge. | know some of you can’t because of illness or
you are just not able to. This | understand. All of you
need to know that you are wanted. We would like to
see you and share life’s adventures with you. This is
one of the ways we improve ourselves — By conversing
and sharing what life has to offer with each other.
Masonry provides that through the linking of like-
minded people.

Some of you don't like the ritual work during the
opening and closing of the lodge but | would say to
you, you did not like it the first time you heard it. So
why did you go through the trouble? If you listen and
live what you said you would, the night you were
initiated, your life would be better and if there is one
more good man in the world is the world not a better
place?

Some of you are Masons and do well by the fraternity
but, some like to sit drink and tell the same old tried
stories that were not that good to start with. Is that
football game that much more important than lodge? |
have heard that we just continue to do the same old
thing every meeting. We do the ritual every meeting.
You have stopped growing. Come tell me why. Come
to lodge and meet a brother that has more integrity
than | thought existed in the world. | have had some of
my brothers share things with me to the point | feel |
need to turn my collar around. This man has a very
high set of morals values and ideals, the very essence
of Freemasonry. Come to lodge. | will introduce you.

“Do good unto ALL and may the God of Love and
Peace bless you and keep you”

Submitted with permission of

WB Tony Gill, WM Langley Lodge, No. 218 Langley,
WA

ASo long as we are loved by
others | should say that we are
almost indispensable; and no
man is useless while he has a
friend.o

From the Secretary’s Desk
WB William Clawson

Brethren, Family and friends

As the New Year gets underway, we are busy as usual. We
have a lot of interest in our lodge from the internet and
several referrals from Grand Lodge for new membership
into our lodge. So remember Brothers we need to study our
ritual parts at home and not on Monday nights in the lodge
room. The position or office you accepted comes with some
responsibility, which means you may have to put some time
into you studying at home.

We do a lot of degree work in our lodge and are very lucky
to be in such a position because there are a lot of lodges out
there that may only raise 1 or 2 new Brothers a year, we on
average have been raising about 12 to 14 new Brothers a
year. With that being said we must remember that along
with all the new members we are receiving come a lot of
visitors to see these new members go through their degrees.
As a member of this lodge, | like hearing what a great job
we are doing in the lodge room as well as in our community.
So please Brothers STUDY, STUDY, STUDY it only
makes you and our lodge look like we know what we are
doing and enjoy doing it while making a great impression on
the newly made Brother.

Remember Brothers 2010 Dues are due now, so please if
you have not yet paid you dues for this year please get them
in as soon as possible.

Failure is only the opportunity to
begin again, this time more wisely.

Every man has in himself a
continent of undiscovered
character. Happy is he who
acts as the Columbus to his
own soul.

- Sir J. Stephen

. 5
Newsletter 4



Officers of Golden Ark Lodge #595 for 2010

Worshipful Master | John R Miller, PM (Kim) 313-295-4456 javajohns@wideopenwest.com
Senior Warden Paul E Loudon (Marilyn) 313-415-4428 loud4@comcast.net

Junior Warden Timothy M Dragone 734-341-2240 tdragone2582 @wowway.com
Treasurer Leonard J Seese, PM (Mary) 313-562-6192 scooptownkid@aol.com
Secretary William J Clawson, PM (Michelle) 313-388-4427 | Wclawson07@yahoo.com
Senior Deacon James D Collier (Dana) Boss_1969_stang@yahoo.com
Junior Deacon John R Morgan il nagromri@gmail.com
Chaplain Richard M Ouellette, PM (Crystal) 313-904-8363 | Oletmm2000@yahoo.com
Marshall Timothy G McHugh (Cindi) Booba2u@comcast.net
Senior Steward Ronald T Campbell (Diana) dironlic@yahoo.com

Junior Steward Bill B Alford (Melissa) Billalford74@yahoo.com
Steward James Thomas (Shirley)

Steward James Turner (Teresa) Jet1l000@comcast.net

Tyler Fred W Kalsic (Sandra) fkalsic@wowway.com

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

1-Feb | Ira S. Slaven,PM 15-Feb | Timothy I. Rice
2-Feb | Erik T. Mueller 15-Feb | Carmen Yennerell
2-Feb | Wallace E. Thompson 16-Feb | Julian Pinon,PM
2-Feb | Andrew Tomanchek 16-Feb | Carter H. Warren
3-Feb | William A. Rockwell 17-Feb | James G. Clark
4-Feb | James R. Bennett 18-Feb | Jimmie L. Edwards
5-Feb | Kenneth Rice 19-Feb | Raymond L. Greene
5-Feb | Leonard J. Seese,PM 19-Feb | Alan J. Michels
7-Feb | Donald B. Jaeger,PM 20-Feb | William B. Eager IlI
11-Feb | Peter L. Elam,PM 20-Feb | Philip M. Garland
11-Feb | Randy H. Hargraves 23-Feb | Stephen G. Kimbrough
13-Feb | Lewis E. Jones 24-Feb | John R. Morgan llI
14-Feb | Ryan A. Bies 25-Feb | Vernon A. Priest Jr
14-Feb | David G. Rhode 26-Feb | Brian E. Cox
15-Feb | Woodrow R. Belken 27-Feb | William L. Bise Sr
28-Feb | R. Douglas Ramsay
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g(:asino Trip

Date: Saturday, February 20"

Time: 2:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Cost: $30 per ticket, includes a $20
voucher for gambling on your Motor City Club Card.(If you
don’t have a club card one will be issued that day)

*Each person or couple who purchases tickets is asked to
please bring a bottle to put into the basket of cheer for
raffle.

We will be departing from Golden Ark Lodge @ 2p.m. so
arrive early.

This fundraiser is to benefit Boy Scout Troop 818, to raise
funds for their Washington D.C. trip planned this July.

If you would like to purchase tickets or have questions
please contact Brother Brian Campbell or Julie Campbell
at 734-270-2091.
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